
Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA): Postdoctoral
Fellowship 2025-2026

Executive Summary
The Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Georgetown - Howard Center for Medical Humanities and Health
Justice (MHHJ) is designed to support emerging scholars dedicated to advancing research at the
intersection of medical humanities and health justice. This full-time, residential fellowship provides
postdoctoral fellows with the resources, mentorship, and collaborative environment necessary to
conduct significant interdisciplinary research projects. Each year, the fellowship focuses on a
specific theme, encouraging fellows to align their work with the Center’s mission and the unique
health challenges faced by the Washington, DC, region.

Fellows are expected to produce impactful scholarly work, including peer-reviewed articles and
public scholarship, and to engage in teaching one course related to their research. They will
participate in bi-weekly lab meetings, contribute to the Center’s events and workshops, and organize
at least one public-facing event to disseminate their research findings. Additionally, fellows receive
guidance and support in pursuing grants to ensure the sustainability of their research projects. This
fellowship aims to foster a vibrant research community, enhance the fellows' professional
development, and advance health justice initiatives in the DC area.

Application Deadline
February 14th, 2025



Overview
MHHJ is pleased to announce the call for its 2025-2026 Postdoctoral Fellowship. This fellowship is a
unique opportunity for an individual with a passion for interdisciplinary research at the intersection
of the medical humanities and health justice. The fellowship supports research focused on the
Washington, DC metropolitan area (District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, Montgomery County,
and Prince George's County). Recipients will also teach one fall course in a related medical or health
humanities field and contribute to scholarly articles, method or theory development, or other
scholarly tools.

Purpose
This fellowship is intended to support emerging scholars dedicated to advancing research and
scholarship at the intersection of medical humanities and health justice. This program aims to
cultivate a thriving research community in the Washington, DC region, fostering collaboration
among scholars, artists, and community leaders. The fellowship is a full-time, residential position,
requiring fellows to reside in the DC area and fully engage in the Center’s activities throughout the
academic year. Each year, the fellowship focuses on a specific theme; this year's theme is
"Networks."

The Postdoctoral Fellowship offers a unique opportunity for interdisciplinary research and
professional development. Fellows are provided with the resources and time needed to conduct
significant research projects that align with MHHJ’s mission and annual theme. Fellows are expected
to produce scholarly work that contributes to the fields of medical humanities and health justice, such
as peer-reviewed articles, public scholarship, and innovative projects. Additionally, fellows will teach
one course related to their research, and are encouraged to experiment with novel teaching methods
and course designs.

Key components of the fellowship include attending bi-weekly lab meetings to discuss research
progress and participate in collaborative projects. Fellows will be expected to teach one course
during their fellowship year (in fall unless otherwise arranged). Fellows will also organize at least one
public-facing event, such as a workshop or conference, to engage with the community and
disseminate their research findings. Moreover, fellows will be provided guidance and support in
pursuing grants with the goal of enabling them to turn their project into a sustainable research
program. This includes identifying relevant grants, developing proposals, and receiving feedback
from MHHJ staff and faculty mentors.



MHHJ Areas of Interest
The fellowship program focuses on various areas where health and medicine intersect with the
humanities and humanities adjacent social sciences and creative and fine arts fields. Our aim is to
foster projects that create positive impacts in health justice in the DC region.

This year, we are seeking projects that explore the theme of networks. We’re particularly interested in
exploring how networks can be expanded and strengthened to create positive impact and how the
study of network structures can inform our understanding of culture and health, social relations,
health justice, and community resilience.

Proposed fellowship projects may include (but are not limited to):

Narrative-Data Integration in Health: Develop projects that combine personal health stories with
big data analytics.

Digital and Visual Archiving of Historical Health Data: Digitize and network forgotten health
statistics from DC's past, creating interactive visualizations that connect historical trends to current
health challenges.

Literary Forms as Network: How experimental literary forms (e.g., choose-your-own-adventure
books, collaborative novels) create networks of narrative possibilities, particularly in representing
complex health journeys.

Language in Healthcare: Analyze the network of language used in health interactions, identifying
communication patterns and networks of translation that impact health outcomes and developing
strategies for more effective health communication.

Community Health Storytelling Platforms: Develop digital platforms that allow DC residents to
share their health stories, creating a networked narrative of community health experiences that can
inform policy and practice.

Documentary Film on Hidden Health Networks: Produce a documentary film uncovering hidden
health networks in DC, from underground care networks to unexpected connections between health
and other aspects of city life.



Virtual Reality Health Network Experiences: Create immersive VR experiences that allow users
to explore and interact with various health networks, from bodily systems to community health
infrastructures.

Social Media Health Information Flow Analysis: Study how health information (and
misinformation) spreads through social media networks in DC, developing strategies to promote
accurate health communication.

Kinship and Intergenerational Health Knowledge Networks: Explore how health knowledge is
transmitted through family and community networks across generations, (e.g. mapping and networks
of traditional healers, practices, and knowledge transmission within DC's immigrant communities).

Health Equity Network Mapping: Create comprehensive maps of health resource networks in DC,
identifying gaps and proposing solutions to ensure equitable access across all communities.

Cultural Health Practices Network: Map the network of traditional and cultural health practices in
DC's diverse communities, exploring how these interact with formal healthcare systems.

Critical Analysis of Health AI Systems: Conduct a humanities-based critical analysis of the code
and algorithms used in health-related AI systems, exploring how these technical networks embody
cultural values, biases, and assumptions about health and care.

Digital Health Networks: Explore the role of online platforms and digital communities in shaping
health information dissemination and patient support in DC, emphasizing the intersection of
technology and humanities.

DC Murals Network: Explore how public murals in DC that depict themes of health, illness, and
healing offer visual storytelling in public spaces that is interactive, networked, and reflects
community health concerns and promotes wellness.

Historical Health Networks: Examine how health-related networks have evolved over time in DC,
connecting past lore with present-day network structures.

Funding Details
● Maximum Award Amount: $64,000 (benefits available)
● Period of Performance: 12 months
● Funding Conditions:



○ Funding cannot be deferred

Funding Restrictions
Fellowship funding cannot be used for the following:

● Directly funding research expenses
● Preparing or revising of textbooks
● Developing curriculum
● Writing of books for children or young adults
● Creating documentary films
● Inventorying of collections
● Writing a guidebooks, how-to books, and self-help books
● Pursue projects that fall outside of the humanities or the humanistic social sciences

Eligibility
To be eligible for this fellowship, the candidate must:

● Have an a doctoral degree in relevant areas such as history of health/medicine, science and
technology studies, literature, philosophy/bioethics, medical anthropology, medical
sociology, race and ethnic studies, medicine, public health, or disability studies;

● Received their doctoral degree within the last five (5) years;
● Be willing to relocate to the Washington, DC metropolitan area and be available to

participate in MHHJ programming;
● Not be currently appointed as full-time faculty at Georgetown or Howard.

Fellowship Expectations
1. Fellows are expected to produce at least one research output, such as the following:

● Peer-reviewed articles
● Public and engaged scholarship
● Digital materials and databases
● Oral histories
● Archival projects
● Expressive and creative projects

2. Fellows must organize at least one public-facing workshop, conference, or similar
event.



● Fellows may apply for additional funding with MHHJ (if the event meets the Center’s
annual objectives) or third party sources to support this public-facing event.

3. Fellows are expected to design and teach one course in the medical humanities.

Selection Criteria
Applicants will be evaluated based on:

● Relevance of the application to the Center’s designated research theme.
● Overall significance of the research to the Washington, DC, metropolitan area.
● Feasibility of research and engagement plans.
● Clear dissemination pathways for research findings.
● Likelihood of deriving satisfactory results during the fellowship period.
● Collaboration opportunities with other Center Fellows and community advocates.
● Use of humanities methodologies to explore topics related to health or health justice.

Application Guidelines
Application (due February 14th, 2025)

● Two referees’ names and emails (letters requested for finalists only)
● Cover letter (max 1 page) detailing interest, qualifications, and project relation to MHHJ and

the annual theme
● Curriculum vitae (max 2 pages)
● Proposed Fall Course Materials

○ Course Description (<250 words) and 5 learning objectives
○ Course type: lecture, seminar, etc.
○ Syllabus (max 4 pages)

● Project summary (max 500 words)
● Proposal (max 2,000 words) using MHHJ template, including:

○ Goals
○ Background
○ Theoretical framework and methods
○ Ethical considerations
○ Community and public engagement plan
○ Dissemination plan
○ References (not included in word count)



Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Fellowships cannot be deferred.

Notice of Award
● Successful applicants will receive a formal Notice of Award from MHHJ via email by

March 7th, 2025. This notice will detail the fellowship terms, including:
○ Start date
○ Duration
○ Stipend amount
○ Fellowship expectations

● To accept the award, fellows must complete the necessary paperwork by March 21,
2025.

○ After acceptance, fellows will receive information on orientation, initial meetings, and
access to MHHJ resources.

○ Fellows are encouraged to begin planning their research, public engagement
activities, and any courses they will be teaching.

● The award is contingent on adherence to the specified terms and successful
completion of pre-fellowship requirements.

○ Non-compliance may result in revocation of the fellowship.

Resubmissions and Multiple Submissions
● Applicants may only submit one application per funding cycle.
● You may revise and resubmit applications that were rejected in previous funding cycles.
● Resubmissions will be evaluated based on their relevance to the new theme.

Acknowledgement Requirement
Fellows are expected to acknowledge MHHJ in materials publicizing or products resulting
publications resulting from MHHJ support.

Contact Information
For questions, please contact: fellowships@mhhj.org


